

REGULAR MEETING – BUTTONWILLOW COUNTY WATER DISTRICT 
SEWER, KERN MUTUAL, BID#1, WSV DISTRICT
JUNE 17, 2026

The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Buttonwillow County Water District was called to order by Chairman Richard Garcia at 5:30 PM at the Ag Center, 289 Main Street, Buttonwillow, CA. 

The following directors were present: Richard Garcia, Albert Ghilarducci, Mike Burleson, and Samuel Ghilarducci. 

Others in attendance: Regina Houchin and Mario Cervantes, and Jeff Eklund. Melissa Bergen attended telephonically.

Correspondence:

[bookmark: _Hlk146600414][bookmark: _Hlk37500103][bookmark: _Hlk89414752][bookmark: _Hlk124593975][bookmark: _Hlk211067081][bookmark: _Hlk164838135][bookmark: _Hlk185068602]The minutes of the May 20, 2026, Regular Meeting were read and approved on a motion by Mike Burleson, second by Samuel Ghilarducci. Carried. (Ayes 4: RG, AG, MB, SG - Absent 1: MM)

Accounts Payable
The Board reviewed the accounts payable for June 17, 2026. On a motion by Albert Ghilarducci, second by Samuel Ghilarducci, the following checks were approved for payment:

M & O – Sewer       $      23,849.98 Vouchers #5792-5818
General – Water     $      28,033.96 Vouchers #5792-5818
     Well #2                     $       6,892.49 Vouchers #5792-5818
     Well #4                     $       3,708.76 Vouchers #5792-5818
     Well #5		$                .00 Vouchers #5792-5818
     Less: P/R Tax          $         ( 22.93) to be paid with Payroll Returns

[bookmark: _Hlk145774802][bookmark: _Hlk150605042]for a cash disbursement total of $62,462.26. Carried. (Ayes 4: RG, AG, MB, SG – Absent: 1: MM).

Accounts Receivable 
Board members reviewed the delinquent accounts receivable report. Forty-Eight customer accounts exceeding 61 days totaled $22,968.59. Twenty-One customers are currently on payment plans to bring their accounts current. Sisteen customers’ services were previously shut off due to vacancy or non-payment. Seven customers received 60-day notices to pay. Four customers were not mailed notices as they were less than $20.00 past due or had contacted the office indicating payment would be made by Friday.
  
Review Bank Reconciliations and Manual Journal Entries
The May Bank Reconciliations and Journal Entries for the period April 30 through June 17, 2026, were presented for review. Note several adjustments were made to customer accounts due to meter rollovers or misreads.

Public Time: 
None

District Business:
Mario Cervantes presented his May/June system report. Attended a Sewer Grant meeting with P & P. Call out to a broken lift station lid at BW Drive and Third. Made a temporary fix for safety but will need a welder to complete the repair. Called out for broken water lines on customer side to turn off water for repairs. Continued to monitor the WWTP for valve issues and overflows.






Jeff Eklund of Provost & Pritchard provided the following information:
· Sewer Collection System – Grant Progress Report and Payment Request #10 submitted for signature. Sewer Main Rehab Design – Preparing 60% Design. Submit to District and State for review.
· Westside Lift Station – Odor appears related to level/control issues or pump/electrical issues causing sewer backup. Existing pressure transducer requires frequent cleaning due to grease/debris. P & P to price radar/ultrasonic level sensor with Signal Fire Ranger SCADA system and install for a quote. Review install with Mario.
· WWTP –RWQCB issued notice of Violation date June 9 with written response due August 10. Key issues plant reliability, seeks/duckweed, bio wheel/screens, and missing reports. Existing plant has no practical emergency fixes; long-term solution remains new WWTP project. P & P and District to prepare a response for RWQCB and coordinate with Gabriel on grant application update.
· RWQCB-GW Monitoring and Produced Water Injection – Metting request sent to RWQCB with proposed dates. Waiting for response and confirmation of date.
· Well 2 Booster-Hydro Tank & Electrical Retrofit. – Final plans being prepared for county final review. Project to be advertised for public bid after County review.

A meeting with Sierra Construction was rescheduled for next week for well number 3 pipeline location and removal investigation. Work would isolate affected section only.

Regina reported on the response from Attorney Schroeter for the request at 496 Sudan. Property has been shut off since 2020 with lien filed due to delinquency. Attorney Schroeter advised the board not to restore service until delinquency is paid. Billing remains with owner unless written authorization is provided to bill tenant. 

The 6/30/25 audit prepared by Daniells Phillips Vaughan and Bock was received for review. 

Board nominations for refiling or vacant positions can be submitted between July 13 and August 7, 2026. Records show Samuel Ghilarducci and Merced Moreno’s terms expire. Please reach out to Regina with any questions.

Regina reported that the annual Consumer Confidence report (CCR) is being prepared and will be mailed to all customers on or before June 30, 2026. 


Attorney – Nothing

Secretary- Nothing

Chairman- Nothing

Directors – Nothing

With no additional business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:15 P.M. The next meeting is scheduled for July 15, 2026, at 5:30 PM. Chairman Garcia indicated he would not be available for this meeting.	

Minutes submitted by Regina Houchin, Secretary to the Board
