

REGULAR MEETING – BUTTONWILLOW COUNTY WATER DISTRICT 
SEWER, KERN MUTUAL, BID#1, WSV DISTRICT
APRIL 15, 2026

The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Buttonwillow County Water District was called to order by Chairman Richard Garcia at 5:32 PM at the Ag Center, 289 Main Street, Buttonwillow, CA. 

The following directors were present: Richard Garcia, Albert Ghilarducci, Mike Burleson, and Merced Moreno. 

Others in attendance: Regina Houchin and Mario Cervantes

Correspondence:
· Kern Co Auditor-Controller – Share of Property Tax Administration for 25-26 is $261.00
· Sate Fund Insurance Fund – Renewal 4/23/26 $1,004.56. Regina reported she needed to update
titles.
· California Rural Water Association 2026 Training Calendar

[bookmark: _Hlk146600414][bookmark: _Hlk37500103][bookmark: _Hlk89414752][bookmark: _Hlk124593975][bookmark: _Hlk211067081][bookmark: _Hlk164838135][bookmark: _Hlk185068602]The minutes of the March 18, 2026, Regular Meeting were read and approved on a motion by Albert Ghilarducci second by Mike Burleson. Carried. (Ayes 4: RG, AG, MB, MM - Absent 1: SG)

Accounts Payable
The Board reviewed the accounts payable for April 15, 2026. On a motion by Mike Burleson, second by Albert Ghilarducci, the following checks were approved for payment:

M & O – Sewer       $      13,611.39 Vouchers #5752-5769
General – Water     $        5,961.52 Vouchers #5752-5769
     Well #2                     $       1,264.26 Vouchers #5752-5769
     Well #4                     $       1,766.58 Vouchers #5752-5769
     Well #5		$       2,523.37 Vouchers #5752-5769
     Less: P/R Tax          $         ( 28.70) to be paid with Payroll Returns

[bookmark: _Hlk145774802][bookmark: _Hlk150605042]for a cash disbursement total of $25,098.42. Carried. (Ayes 4: RG, AG, MB, MM – Absent: 1: SG).

Accounts Receivable 
Board members reviewed the delinquent accounts receivable report. Sixty customer accounts exceeding 61 days past due totaled $23,370.11. All required notifications have been provided. One Customer has failed to reply to notices and is scheduled to be shut off on April 16, 2026. Twenty-eight customers have made payment arrangements. Thirteen customers’ services were previously shut off due to vacancy or non-payment. The remaining customers received 60-day notices to pay. 
  
Review Bank Reconciliations and Manual Journal Entries
The March Bank Reconciliations and Journal Entries for the period March 19 through April 15, 2026, were presented for review. 

Public Time: 
None

District Business:
Mario Cervantes presented his March/April report. Called out to 170 Main Street and found a main line leaking. Cut and removed the split mainline, repaired the line.  Mario responded to a sewer backup at 284 W 4th Street. Plumbers were called out and found a large knot of roots in the service line. They were unable to drill through the plug. A temporary line was installed and connected to the sewer line on 4 street. Will need to have the line inspected to determine the cost of repair. Regina reached out to Self-Help and Provost and Pritchard to see if they were aware of any funding sources should the repair be extensive. Mario participated in the WWTP state inspection.

Jeff was unable to attend the meeting, however provided the attached information via email:
· Sewer Collection System – Preparing 60% Design. Scheduling a meeting with Mario to review. Finishing SSMP draft report.
· WWTP – Construction & Funding Application on hold. The Water Board initiated a review and compliance inspection. Inspection findings will inform the next regulatory steps, which could support eligibility for state funding for needed upgrades.
· Well 2 Booster-Hydro Tank & Electrical Retrofit. – Waiting for completion of County review. Jeff has made two attempts since the last meeting to find out if they can provide a timeline. No response. Expect to bid in April with construction window Spring to Winter.
· California Resources Corporation project closed out. Future funding may be available for additional projects.
· Destruction of Well #1. Lowest bid was Bakersfield Well & Pump. Destruction should be completed in April.
· Presented the revised letter regarding Environmental information request. Chairman Gacia provided comments to the previous letter and the revisions made. The letter incorporates those revisions. Chairman Garcia signed the letter for submittal.

California Rural Water Association meeting notice included the delegate designation. Both delegates are incumbents and the board did not make any additional nominations.

Attorney – Nothing

Secretary- Nothing

Chairman- Nothing

Directors – Nothing

With no additional business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:22 P.M. The next meeting is scheduled for May 20, 2026, at 5:30 PM. 	

Minutes submitted by Regina Houchin, Secretary to the Board
