

REGULAR MEETING – BUTTONWILLOW COUNTY WATER DISTRICT 
SEWER, KERN MUTUAL, BID#1, WSV DISTRICT
FEBRUARY 18, 2026

The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Buttonwillow County Water District was called to order by Chairman Richard Garcia at 5:31 PM at the Ag Center, 289 Main Street, Buttonwillow, CA. 

The following directors were present: Richard Garcia, Albert Ghilarducci, Mike Burleson, and Merced Moreno. Absent was Samuel Ghilarducci.

Others in attendance: Regina Houchin and Mario Cervantes. Jeff Eklund and Melissa Bergen were attending telephonically.

Correspondence:
· Semitropic Water Storage District provided Landowner Dashboard Access Code.
· County of Kern – Changes to Solid Waste Gate, Bin, and Collection Fees
· USDA – Annual Statement of Loan Account – WWTP
· Fortiline – Approval of account application

[bookmark: _Hlk146600414][bookmark: _Hlk37500103][bookmark: _Hlk89414752][bookmark: _Hlk124593975][bookmark: _Hlk211067081][bookmark: _Hlk164838135][bookmark: _Hlk185068602]The minutes of the January 21, 2026, regular meeting were read and approved on a motion by Mike Burleson second by Albert Ghilarducci. Carried. (Ayes 4: RG, AG, MB, MM; Absent SG)

Accounts Payable
The Board reviewed the accounts payable for February 18, 2026. On a motion by Albert Ghilarducci, second by Mike Burleson, the following checks were approved for payment:

M & O – Sewer       $     17,700.28 Vouchers #5677-5703                                                                    General – Water     $       8,344.38 Vouchers #5677-5703
     Well #2                     $       1,327.10 Vouchers #5677-5703
     Well #4                     $       1,453.06 Vouchers #5677-5703
     Well #5		$                .00 Vouchers #5677-5703
     Less: P/R Tax          $         ( 22.96) to be paid with Payroll Returns

[bookmark: _Hlk145774802][bookmark: _Hlk150605042]for a cash disbursement total of $28,801.86. Carried. (Ayes 4: RG, AG, MB, MM; Absent SG).

Accounts Receivable 
Board members reviewed the delinquent accounts receivable report. 83 customer accounts exceeding 61 days past due totaled $28,946.61 and have received shut-off notices, disconnect policy, and payment arrangement details in both Spanish and English. Accounts not responding will receive “Reg Tags” on 3/9/26 and will be shutoff on 3/17/26. Depending on the number, it may take Mario 3 days to complete the shutoffs. 
  
Review Bank Reconciliations and Manual Journal Entries
The January Bank Reconciliations will be provided to Samuel for approval. Journal Entries for the period January 22 through February 18, 2026, were presented for review. 

Public Time: 
Brad Kroeker addressed the board, sharing information he has collected regarding Oilfield Wastewater and Westside Groundwater De-Designation. He shared his concerns about the contamination by oil companies and others and percolation to the aquifers. While this damages the faming operation wells, he is concerned about the shallow injection wells and how it may affect the drinking water. He is not asking anything from the board, other than awareness. 

District Business:
Mario Cervantes presented his January/February activity report. He responded to a call out due to a broken water line. Leak was fixed. He responded to a Sewer Backup at 124 First Street. Called Roto Rooter but they did not respond so he had Garretts Plumbing who was on-site, jet the line. Well #4 generator startup and training was done. 

Jeff reviewed projects P & P is currently working on for the district.
· Sewer Collection System – Submitted Quarter 4 2025 report for reimbursement of $11,329.40 to DFA. Preparing final PER for review. Preparing 60% design for Sewer Main Rehab. SSMP – sections drafted, will submit to Regina to finalize draft. SSMP – preparing draft report.
· WWTP Project – Melissa reported the Construction Application “Septic to Sewer” put Buttonwillow lower on the prioritization list. Review options for increasing prioritization. 
· 2 Booster-Hydro Tank – Finalizing submittal to County. Out to bid in March. Construction window – Spring to winter. 
· CRC EHP – SEP. Completed startup. Closing out project.
· Destruction of Well #1 – Still need to get two quotes to complete the destruction.

Will Serve Letter for 415 Sudan – No progress by property owner. Another Will Serve request was received but not in time to get on the agenda. Will work on details.

Attorney – Nothing
Secretary – Solving ageing issue with CUSI. Plan is eventually to auto generate shutoff letters.
Chairman- Richard thanked the board for nominating him to serve on LAFCO board but was unable to get the paperwork completed timely.
Directors – Thank you to Brad for sharing the information with the board.

With no additional business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:55 P.M. The next meeting is scheduled for March 18, 2026, at 5:30 PM. 	

Minutes submitted by Regina Houchin, Secretary to the Board
