

REGULAR MEETING – BUTTONWILLOW COUNTY WATER DISTRICT 
SEWER, KERN MUTUAL, BID#1, WSV DISTRICT
NOVEMBER 19, 2025

The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Buttonwillow County Water District was called to order by Chairman Richard Garcia at 5:30 PM at the Ag Center, 289 Main Street, Buttonwillow, CA. 

The following directors were present: Richard Garcia, Albert Ghilarducci, Mike Burleson, Samuel Ghilarducci, and Merced Moreno.

Others in attendance: Regina Houchin and Mario Cervantes. Jeff Eklund attended telephonically.

[bookmark: _Hlk146600414][bookmark: _Hlk37500103][bookmark: _Hlk89414752][bookmark: _Hlk124593975][bookmark: _Hlk211067081][bookmark: _Hlk164838135][bookmark: _Hlk185068602]The minutes of October 15, 2025, regular meeting were read and approved on a motion by Mike Burleson second by Samuel Ghilarducci. Carried. (Ayes 5: RG, AG, MB, MM, SG)

Accounts Payable
The Board reviewed the accounts payable for November 19, 2025. On a motion by Albert Ghilarducci, second by Samuel Ghilarducci, the following checks were approved for payment:

M & O – Sewer       $     15,913.97 Vouchers #5631-5652                                                                     General – Water     $     10,687.03 Vouchers #5631-5652
     Well #2                     $       1,789.47 Vouchers #5631-5652
     Well #4                     $       1,525.51 Vouchers #5631-5652
     Well #5		$       2,728.70 Vouchers #5631-5652
     Less: P/R Tax          $         ( 28.66) to be paid with Payroll Returns

[bookmark: _Hlk145774802][bookmark: _Hlk150605042]for a cash disbursement total of $32,616.02. Carried. (Ayes 5: RG, AG, MB, MM, SG)

Accounts Receivable 
Board members reviewed the delinquent accounts receivable report. Forty-seven customer accounts over 90 days totaled $22,065.61. Currently service for ten customers has been shut off. Nine customers are currently making payments based on a payment plan. The remaining twenty-eight customers received notification of their delinquency and facing shut-off status. 
  
Review Bank Reconciliations and Manual Journal Entries
The October Bank Reconciliations and October/November Journal Entries were presented for review. 

Correspondence: 
CUSI, the billing software, annual support will be increasing in 2026.

Public Time:  
No public was present to address the board.

District Business:
Mario Cervantes presented his October/November operator’s report. Customer called stating he had two water shut off valves. Went to customers residence and only found one valve. Called out for a high-water bill. Upon inspection, a water leak was found on customer’s side. Responded to a complaint about a sewer backup at the lift station and found the WWTP had tripped. Plant was reset and problem corrected. Performed an inspection of the new Sewer Lateral service at 240 4th Street. Continue to provide additional monitoring of the WWTP.



Jeff reviewed projects P & P is currently working on for the district.
· Sewer Collection System –DFA provided comments on draft PER. P & P is addressing comments. Preparing maps for the Sewer Main Rehab Desing. Building draft SSMP based on available documents.
· WWTP Project –Construction Funding Application has been submitted. No update from state.
· 2 Booster-Hydro Tank – Plans have been submitted to County for review. Once approved by the County it will be ready to bid out. Expect construction to start early 2026. Civil Scope will start first followed by electrical switchover mid-year.
· CRC EHP – SEP. Generator has been delivered and set. Finish electrical work to connect generator. Expected completion by early December.
· Destruction of Well #1 – Have not received an update from BVWSD regarding use as a monitoring well.

Will Serve Letter for 415 Sudan – No progress by property owner.

Will Serve request regarding 408 Milo. Request is to have additional service installed for a separate meter for conversion of a garage to a residential unit. The garage is currently connected to the existing residence. After discussion, a motion was made by Albert Ghilarducci, second by Mike Burleson to issue the Will Serve letter for a new water service. Letter would include the fees, requirements, and financial liability of the property owner. Carried. (Ayes 5: RG, AG, MB, MM, SG)

Will Serve request for 200 2nd Street was added for consideration. The property is currently connected to both Water, including new meter, and Sewer, but has been vacant for more than 10 years. As the property has not contributed into either system for more than 5 years, the policy is to bill as a new connection and fees be assessed. On a motion by Mike Burleson, second by Samuel Ghilarducci, a Will Serve letter outlining conditions was approved. Carried. (Ayes 5: RG, AG, MB, MM, SG)

Regina reported on the status of the SWRCB – Attorney Schroeter was contacted and it appears that the multiple languages are required. A note was received from the state that there is no variance to the requirement. Regina will review the previous documents and make the necessary changes in all languages based on Google translations and upload as required. It was suggested that the BW School Resource Center provide the Spanish translation changes. Regina will make contact for assistance, as suggested. Shutoffs will begin with the January billing.

Regina provided invitations to the Joint Holiday Dinner and Meeting. The RSVP deadline is November 26th. 

Attorney – Nothing
Secretary – Nothing
Chairman- Nothing
Directors – Nothing

With no additional business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:16 P.M. The next meeting is scheduled for December 17, 2025, at 5:30 PM. 	

Minutes submitted by Regina Houchin, Secretary to the Board
