

REGULAR MEETING – BUTTONWILLOW COUNTY WATER DISTRICT 
SEWER, KERN MUTUAL, BID#1, WSV DISTRICT
MARCH 18, 2026

The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Buttonwillow County Water District was called to order by Chairman Richard Garcia at 5:32 PM at the Ag Center, 289 Main Street, Buttonwillow, CA. 

The following directors were present: Richard Garcia, Albert Ghilarducci, Mike Burleson, Samuel Ghilarducci and Merced Moreno. 

Others in attendance: Regina Houchin. Jeff Eklund and Melissa Bergen were attending telephonically.

Correspondence:
· Public Hearing – Bd of Supervisors – Buttonbush Solar & Storage
· California Rural Water Association – Training Schedule

[bookmark: _Hlk146600414][bookmark: _Hlk37500103][bookmark: _Hlk89414752][bookmark: _Hlk124593975][bookmark: _Hlk211067081][bookmark: _Hlk164838135][bookmark: _Hlk185068602]The minutes of the February 18, 2026, Regular Meeting and February 23, 2026, Special Meeting, were read and approved on a motion by Albert Ghilarducci second by Samuel Ghilarducci. Carried. (Ayes 5: RG, AG, MB, SG, MM)

Accounts Payable
The Board reviewed the accounts payable for March 18, 2026. On a motion by Samuel Ghilarducci, second by Mike Burleson, the following checks were approved for payment:

M & O – Sewer       $     20,337.58 Vouchers #5724-5751                                                                    General – Water     $     60,212.63 Vouchers #5724-5751
     Well #2                     $       1,010.01 Vouchers #5724-5751
     Well #4                     $       1,518.76 Vouchers #5724-5751
     Well #5		$          983.72 Vouchers #5724-5751
     Less: P/R Tax          $         ( 51.61) to be paid with Payroll Returns

[bookmark: _Hlk145774802][bookmark: _Hlk150605042]for a cash disbursement total of $84,011.09. Carried. (Ayes 5: RG, AG, MB, MM, SG).

Accounts Receivable 
Board members reviewed the delinquent accounts receivable report. Forty-four customer accounts exceeding 61 days past due totaled $22,716.70. All required notifications have been provided. Five customers did not respond to the notices and service was shut off on March 17, 2026. Twenty-five customers made payment arrangements. Ten customers’ services were previously shut off due to vacancy or non-payment. The remaining customers received 60-day notices to pay. 
  
Review Bank Reconciliations and Manual Journal Entries
The February Bank Reconciliations and Journal Entries for the period February 19 through March 18, 2026, were presented for review. 

Public Time: 
None

District Business:
Mario Cervantes was unable to attend the meeting, however provided his monthly report for February/March. He performed inspections and installations of three new water services. He continues to monitor the WWTP.






Jeff reviewed projects P & P is currently working on for the district.
· Sewer Collection System – P & P presented the Phase Amendment Task Order for the Sewer Collection Job. This phase adds professional services to the existing Consultant Services Agreement and authorizes preparation of Plan, Specifications, and Estimate consistent with the State Water Resources Control Board Grant Agreement and adjusts the project schedule to reflect current progress while retaining the approved work completion date. The phase in the PS & E will be billed on a time and material basis, not to exceed $79,000.00. Motion was made by Albert Ghilarducci, second by Samuel Ghilarducci and carried. (Ayes: RG, SG, AG, MB, MM)
· WWTP – The draft letter to the SWRCB was presented for review. Chairman Garcia expressed his concerns regarding portions of the draft and the board agreed. Jeff would take the comments and submit another draft for consideration. Discussed comments regarding WWTP compliance making this project eligible for current year funding.
· Well 2 Booster-Hydro Tank & Electrical Retrofit. – County is currently reviewing bidding documents. Once approved project will be ready to approve and go out to bid.
· California Resources Corporation project is complete.
· Jeff presented a bid from Bakersfield Well & Pump in the amount of $11,500.00 to complete the destruction of Well #1. A request for a quote from Pacific Irrigation has not been received. Jeff would reach out to Pacific Irrigation to see if they were going to submit a proposal. The board instructed the secretary to accept the lowest bid. After discussion, a motion was made by Samuel Ghilarducci, second by Merced Moreno to approve up to $11,500.00 for the project.

Following last month’s meeting, the three pending Will Serve requests were accepted and the fees as noted paid. The projects were moving forward. The Will Serve letter for 415 Sudan was discussed and was approved on a motion by Mike Burleson, second by Samuel Ghilarducci. Carried. (Ayes 5: RG, AG, SG, MM, MB). Regina will work on the details and draft the letter for Richard to sign. 

Attorney – Nothing

Secretary- Shut-off procedures and volume of delinquent accounts are extremely time consuming. Staff are tracking the time for additional billing.

Chairman- Nothing

Directors – Nothing

With no additional business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:20 P.M. The next meeting is scheduled for April 15, 2026, at 5:30 PM. 	

Minutes submitted by Regina Houchin, Secretary to the Board
