

REGULAR MEETING – BUTTONWILLOW COUNTY WATER DISTRICT 
SEWER, KERN MUTUAL, BID#1, WSV DISTRICT
MAY 20, 2026

The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Buttonwillow County Water District was called to order by Chairman Richard Garcia at 5:30 PM at the Ag Center, 289 Main Street, Buttonwillow, CA. 

The following directors were present: Richard Garcia, Albert Ghilarducci, Mike Burleson, and Samuel Ghilarducci. 

Others in attendance: Regina Houchin and Mario Cervantes. Jeff Eklund attended telephonically.

A motion was made by Sanuel Ghilarducci, second by Mike Burleson to add item H – 496 Sudan Request for Service to the agenda. Carried. (Ayes 4: RG, AG, MB, SG – Absent: 1: MM).

Correspondence:
· Notice of CV-SALTS Dates and Deadlines
· KCTTC – Notice of Sale of Tax-Defaulted Property – Mercedes Villa – Claims are due by 4/2/27 if proceeds are due district.
· Notice of Public Hearing – 260 Willow Street – Block Wall
· KC LAFCO – Resolution acknowledging 26-27 Proposed Final Budget

[bookmark: _Hlk146600414][bookmark: _Hlk37500103][bookmark: _Hlk89414752][bookmark: _Hlk124593975][bookmark: _Hlk211067081][bookmark: _Hlk164838135][bookmark: _Hlk185068602]The minutes of the April 15, 2026, Regular Meeting were read and approved on a motion by Samuel Ghilarducci second by Mike Burleson. Carried. (Ayes 4: RG, AG, MB, SG - Absent 1: MM)

Accounts Payable
The Board reviewed the accounts payable for May 20, 2026. On a motion by Albert Ghilarducci, second by Samuel Ghilarducci, the following checks were approved for payment:

M & O – Sewer       $      22,322.67 Vouchers #5770-5791
General – Water     $      14,177.57 Vouchers #5770-5791
     Well #2                     $                .00 Vouchers #5770-5791
     Well #4                     $                .00 Vouchers #5770-5791
     Well #5		$                .00 Vouchers #5770-5791
     Less: P/R Tax          $         ( 22.96) to be paid with Payroll Returns

[bookmark: _Hlk145774802][bookmark: _Hlk150605042]for a cash disbursement total of $36,477.28. Carried. (Ayes 4: RG, AG, MB, SG – Absent: 1: MM).

Accounts Receivable 
Board members reviewed the delinquent accounts receivable report. Forty-Nine customer accounts exceeding 61 days totaled $22,811.36. Twenty-Five customers are currently on payment plans to bring their accounts current. Thirteen customers’ services were previously shut off due to vacancy or non-payment. The remaining customers received 60-day notices to pay. 
  
Review Bank Reconciliations and Manual Journal Entries
The April Bank Reconciliations and Journal Entries for the period April 16 through May 20, 2026, were presented for review. 

Public Time: 
None

District Business:
Mario Cervantes presented his April/May report. Installed New Sewer connection to 284 W 4th Street due to root issue on BW Drive connection. The connection is permanent and suggests watching the BW Drive plug until the Sewer Main project gets underway. Adding this area to the first repair will financially benefit the district. Well #1 destruction is complete. Called out to reset system due to a power outage. Break-in at the WWTP, gin set battery was taken and fence cut. Mario reported that other personal equipment was taken. Suggested additional security measures be included in the WWTP Project. Mario reported on the sewer plug on BW Drive. 

Regina reported on the email received from Alex Olsen from the CA Water Board. He suggested the board provide several dates when they might be available for a virtual meeting between the two teams. After discussion, the board suggested three Mondays, 6/8, 6/15 and 6/22 at 4:00 PM. Regina will forward the dates to Mr. Olsen. She will notify board members when a date is chosen. Jeff indicated he would also attend as information would be helpful for the CV-SALTS reporting. 

Jeff Eklund of Provost & Pritchard provided the following information:
· Sewer Collection System – Grant Progress Report and Payment Request #10 submitted for signature. Sewer Main Rehab Design – Preparing 60% Design. Meeting with Mario on 5/22 to review. The SSMP draft report will be submitted to the District in June.
· WWTP – Construction Funding Application on hold until Notice of Violation has been received. REQCB expects the Notice to be issued by the end of May. 
· Well 2 Booster-Hydro Tank & Electrical Retrofit. – District is submitting reimbursement request in the amount of $55.089.09 to the County. Received final comments from the County on 5/15/26. P & P will address comments. Should be out to bid in early June. Construction window is now winter 2026/27.

Mario reported that Well #3 exterior pipe needs to be removed, only after locating the three lines that are served by that valve. He would request Sierra to assist with locating the lines. The board authorized him to proceed with the project.

Regina reported that a renter had contacted the office about service to 496 Sudan Ave. This service has been shut off for non-payments since 2019. The RTS Fee has been assessed monthly, however, no payments have been received since 2019. The current balance is $1,645.05. Regina requested permission to contact Attorney Schroeter for assistance on how to proceed. Since the property has not paid into the system for more than 5 years and has been shut off, is a renter’s application required? The board shared the concern and granted permission to discuss the situation with Attorney Schroeter. 

Kern County Election Board Nomination period is July 13 through August 7th. Samuel Ghilarducci and Merced Moreno terms are up. Regina will complete the documents and remind Samuel and Merced when the nomination period begins.

Daniells Phillips Vaughan & Bock provided an Arrangement Letter for the audit period ending 6/30/26. Mike Burleson made a motion to sign the arrangement letter, second by Samuel Ghilarducci. Carried (Ayes 4: RG, AG, MB, SG – Absent: 1: MM). Regina would sign and submit the electronic copy of the Arrangement Letter.

Attorney – Nothing

Secretary- Nothing

Chairman- Nothing

Directors – Nothing

With no additional business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:27 P.M. The next meeting is scheduled for June 17, 2026, at 5:30 PM. 	

Minutes submitted by Regina Houchin, Secretary to the Board
