
BUTTONWILLOW COUNTY WATER DISTRICT
SPECIAL MEETING 
SEWER, KERN MUTUAL, BID#1, WSV DISTRICT
FEBRUARY 23, 2026

The special meeting of the Board of Directors of the Buttonwillow County Water District was called to order by Chairman Richard Garcia at the Ag Center Building at 5:00 PM to discuss and approve correspondence addressing groundwater sustainability, SWRCB funding eligibility, and approve a will serve request.

The following directors were present: Richard Garcia, Albert Ghilarducci, Mike Burleson, Merced Moreno, and Samuel Ghilarducci. 

Others in attendance:   Regina Houchin and Mario Cervantes. Jeff Eklund attended telephonically.

Public Time
No public comments

District Business
Chairman Garcia asked Jeff Eklund to address his comments in the draft letter to the Regional and State Board. Jeff reported concern for future CV SALTS and Nitrate Control Program requirements and the possible impacts. The Buena Vista Water Storage District Board would be hearing the presentation by Brad Kroeker on February 24, 2026, and board members would be interested in comments made by Buena Vista board members. It was the consensus of the board to issue a brief letter acknowledging concerns about groundwater sustainability and the need for factual data to support groundwater quality for domestic users. After further discussion, a motion was made by Merced Moreno, second by Albert Ghilarducci to have Jeff draft a letter and present it to the BWCWD Board for final approval. Carried. (Ayes: AG, MM, MB, SG, RG)

Jeff shared the information contained in the email to Salvador with the RWQCB. Although there have been multiple conversations and emails regarding the ongoing operational deficiencies of the WWTP, the district has not received any enforcement actions or violations. This letter requests documentation of the operational deficiencies to allow the district to better align its funding application with the State’s current priority criteria. There were no objections to the draft letter, and a motion was made by Mike Burleson, second by Samuel Ghilarducci to proceed with sending the letter to the State Water Board. Carried (Ayes 5: MB, SG, AG, MM, RG).

The request for a Will Serve Letter was reviewed. As the request for the Duplex is on the same lot and APN number as the existing residence, there were no objections to issuing the Will Serve Letter. After comments from Jeff and Mario it was decided to require a minimum of a 1” service line. After discussion, a motion was made by Samuel Ghilarducci, second by Mike Burleson to issue the Will Serve Letter for the duplex at 409 Sudan Avenue. Carried.  (Ayes 5: MB, SG, AG, MM, RG).

With no additional business, the Special Meeting was adjourned at 5:32 PM

Meeting adjourned,
Regina Houchin. Secretary to the Board
