

REGULAR MEETING – BUTTONWILLOW COUNTY WATER DISTRICT 
SEWER, KERN MUTUAL, BID#1, WSV DISTRICT
OCTOBER 21, 2026

The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Buttonwillow County Water District was called to order by Chairman Richard Garcia at 5:30 PM at the Ag Center, 289 Main Street, Buttonwillow.

Information was unavailable from the Attorney, so the Closed Session item was removed from the agenda.

The following directors were present: Richard Garcia, Albert Ghialrducci, Mike Burleson, and Samuel Ghilarducci. Absent: Merced Moreno

Others in attendance: Regina Houchin and Mario Cervantes. Melissa Bergen and Jeff Eklund attended telephonically. 

Correspondence:
None

[bookmark: _Hlk146600414][bookmark: _Hlk37500103][bookmark: _Hlk89414752][bookmark: _Hlk124593975][bookmark: _Hlk211067081][bookmark: _Hlk164838135][bookmark: _Hlk185068602]The minutes of the September 16, 2026, Regular Meeting were read and approved on a motion by Mike Burleson, second by Samuel Ghilarducci. Carried. (Ayes 4: AG, MB, RG, SG - Absent 1: MM)

Accounts Payable
The Board reviewed the accounts payable for October 21, 2026. On a motion by Albert Ghilarducci, second by Samuel Ghilarducci, the following checks were approved for payment:

M & O – Sewer       $      32,195.71 Vouchers #5883-5906
General – Water     $        7,938.11 Vouchers #5883-5906
     Well #2                     $        6,123.34 Vouchers #5883-5906
     Well #4                     $        1,172.28 Vouchers #5883-5906
     Well #5		$        2,171.17 Vouchers #5883-5906
     Less: P/R Tax          $          ( 22.96) to be paid with Payroll Returns

[bookmark: _Hlk145774802][bookmark: _Hlk150605042]for a cash disbursement total of $49,577.65. Carried. (Ayes 4: AG, MB, RG, SG - Absent 1: MM).

Accounts Receivable 
Board members reviewed the delinquent accounts receivable report. Forty-Three customer accounts exceeding 61 days totaled $22,277.33. Thirteen customer services were previously shut off due to vacancies or non-payment. Sixteen customers have made payments arrangements. The remaining delinquent accounts received shut-off notices.
  
Review Bank Reconciliations and Manual Journal Entries
The September Bank Reconciliations and Journal Entries were presented for review. 

Public Time: 
None

District Business:
Mario Cervantes presented his September/October system report. In addition to the daily maintenance and oversight, he responded to a broken water line at 219 W 3rd on customers side and turned it off for repairs. He was called out for low PSI at 332 Cotton but found low pressure was on customer’s side. District system working properly. Mario responded to a complaint about high-water usage. Found a leak and turned water off so customer could repair. Attended a meeting to discuss Well 2 and Booster as part of the CDBG Funding grant.

Member Merced Moreno joined the meeting at 5:43 PM. 





Jeff Eklund of Provost & Pritchard provided the following information regarding ongoing projects. Melissa Bergen from Self-Help Enterprises was available for questions or comments.
· Sewer Collection System – Grant Progress Report. Wrapping up plans and specs to submit to the State.to be submitted to State.
· Westside Lift Station – Currently in discussion with the contractor regarding the installation cost of the Radar level sensor at the Westside Lift Station. 
· WWTP –RWQCB Revision to the Construction Funding Application were made. Melissa will check on timeline from DFA for funding (when we can break ground). Final design and construction are dependent on funding award.
· Meeting with RWQCB regarding GW Monitoring and Produced Water Injection has not been scheduled.
· Well 2 Booster-Hydro Tank & Electrical Retrofit. – Met with Kern County to review the CDBG Funding requirements. Project is out to bid; mandatory pre-bid meeting is scheduled for October 17, and bids are due November 24, 2026. Anticipate award in December 2026 with Notice to Proceed in early January 2027. Bid documents require early release of long-lead equipment and allow eligible equipment expenditures to be font-loaded toward the April 20, 2027, CDBG drawdown deadline. The county indicated the additional engineering effort is reimbursable and wants the project to account for all eligible spending. An engineering amendment will be submitted for approximately $32,000.00 in additional engineering services. Bidding/advertising costs are also increasing by approximately $13,000.00 for required notices in the Bakersfield Californian, El Popular, and Bakersfield News Observer.

Mario reported he is still working to complete the valve removal/relocation to complete the cleanup.

Regina reported that she is researching the possible funding as reported last month from County permit revenue and what water projects will be accepted. 

Notification was received indicating $355,294.39 is the remaining balance of the USDA Loan that was necessary to complete the initial construction of the WWTP

Attorney – Nothing

Secretary- Nothing

Chairman- Nothing

Directors – Nothing

With no additional business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:55 P.M. The next meeting is scheduled for November 18, 2026, at 5:30 PM. 	

Minutes submitted by Regina Houchin, Secretary to the Board
