

REGULAR MEETING – BUTTONWILLOW COUNTY WATER DISTRICT 
SEWER, KERN MUTUAL, BID#1, WSV DISTRICT
SEPTEMBER 16, 2026

The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Buttonwillow County Water District was called to order by Chairman Richard Garcia at 5:31 PM at the Ag Center, 289 Main Street, Buttonwillow.

The following directors were present: Richard Garcia, Merced Moreno, Mike Burleson, and Samuel Ghilarducci. Absent: Albert Ghilarducci

Others in attendance: Regina Houchin and Mario Cervantes. Melissa Bergen attended telephonically. 

Correspondence:
None

[bookmark: _Hlk146600414][bookmark: _Hlk37500103][bookmark: _Hlk89414752][bookmark: _Hlk124593975][bookmark: _Hlk211067081][bookmark: _Hlk164838135][bookmark: _Hlk185068602]The minutes of the August 19, 2026, Regular Meeting were read and approved on a motion by Merced Moreno, second by Samuel Ghilarducci. Carried. (Ayes 4: MM, MB, RG, SG - Absent 1: AG)

Accounts Payable
The Board reviewed the accounts payable for September 16, 2026. On a motion by Samuel Ghilarducci, second by Mike Burleson, the following checks were approved for payment:

M & O – Sewer       $      20,146.06 Vouchers #5865-5882
General – Water     $        5,722.63 Vouchers #5865-5882
     Well #2                     $        1,066.34 Vouchers #5865-5882
     Well #4                     $        6,562.27 Vouchers #5865-5882
     Well #5		$        2,810.61 Vouchers #5865-5882
     Less: P/R Tax          $          ( 22.95) to be paid with Payroll Returns

[bookmark: _Hlk145774802][bookmark: _Hlk150605042]for a cash disbursement total of $36,284.96. Carried. (Ayes 4: MM, MB, RG, SG - Absent 1: AG) Regina noted that checks were issued to CSUI and P G & E after the reports were completed. They will appear in the October report for final approval.

Accounts Receivable 
Board members reviewed the delinquent accounts receivable report. Fifty-eight customer accounts exceeding 61 days totaled $23,803.12. An adjustment to account 547.01 is needed due to a faulty meter read. Seventeen customers are currently on payment plans to bring their accounts current. Thirteen customer services were previously shut off due to vacancies or non-payment. Eleven customers are scheduled for shutoff on September 28, 2026, if payment or payment arrangements are not made. The remaining delinquent accounts received shut-off notices.
  
Review Bank Reconciliations and Manual Journal Entries
The August Bank Reconciliations and Journal Entries were presented for review. 

Public Time: 
None

District Business:
Mario Cervantes presented his August/September system report. In addition to the daily maintenance and oversight, he responded to two sewer backup calls. Found plant electrical was tripped and system backed up. Reset the plant. Second call out was a sewer back up on the customer’s side. Performed two shutoffs for non-payment and then turned customers back on when payment was made. Continue to monitor the WWTP daily.






In his absence, Jeff Eklund of Provost & Pritchard provided the following information via email: Melissa Bergen from Self-Help Enterprises was available for questions or comments.
· Sewer Collection System – Grant Progress Report. Plans and specs to be submitted to State this month for review and approval.
· Westside Lift Station – Finalize monitoring system and getting cost from installer.
· WWTP –RWQCB Action Plan submitted. Waiting for prioritization/review of Construction Funding Application by DFA. Final design and construction are dependent on funding award.
· Still waiting for the meeting with RWQCB regarding GW Monitoring and Produced Water Injection.
· Well 2 Booster-Hydro Tank & Electrical Retrofit. – Completed final comments by County. Advertising for bid within two weeks.

Mario reported that he has a contact that has a special machine to help exercise the valve at well #3. Once that is complete, they can shut it down to allow for the removal without disrupting water service.

The District received a memo and article published in the Bakersfield Californian from Tom Schroeter regarding possible funding for disadvantaged communities with failing water systems. She will look at the information to see if BWCWD might be eligible for any funding.

The CV-Salt Nitrate/Nitrogen and Flow Data has been submitted.

A Will Serve request was received from Francisco Guzman to construct one house and one duplex at 222 E Second Street. Discussed the submittal to see what fees would be required. Mario indicated there was one 4” sewer connection and 1 water service at that location however there has not been a residence on the property for 15+ years. The planned construction is on one parcel. Mario said the 4” sewer connection is sufficient for the small, planned homes, but each residence would need to be connected to the water mainline with individual meters and shutoff valves. A motion was made by Samuel Ghilrducci, second by Mike Burleson to approve the request with fees of $1,500.00 for the sewer connection and $1,500.00 each for the water service to the three residences. Motion carried. (Ayes 4: MM, MB, RG, SG - Absent 1: AG)

Chairman Garcia announced closed session at 5:55 to review documents provided by Attorney Briar Keeler, ESQ, Lebeau-Thelen.

Open Session resumed at 6:10 PM. A motion was made by Samuel Ghilarducci, second by Mike Burleson to accept the recommendations presented by Attorney Keeler to proceed with the owner’s request to disconnect service. Motion carried. (Ayes 4: MM, MB, RG, SG - Absent 1: AG)

Attorney – Nothing

Secretary- Nothing

Chairman- Nothing

Directors – Nothing

With no additional business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:15 P.M. The next meeting is scheduled for October 21, 2026, at 5:30 PM. 	

Minutes submitted by Regina Houchin, Secretary to the Board
